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phenomena. Something also may possibly be
attributed to the fact that the more educated
classes may have recognised that the Turco-
Ptussian regime, with which they were threatened,
would assuredly combine many of the worst
features both of Western and of Eastern adminis-
tration. But amongst contributory causes I
have no hesitation in assigning the foremost place
to the fact that no general discontent prevailed
of which the agitator, the religious fanatic, or
the political intriguer could make use as a lever
to further his own designs. In spite of the most
positive assurances that they were the victims
of ruthless tyranny and oppression, the popula-
tions both of Egypt and of the Soudan refused
to believe that they were misgoverned. And why
was it that no general discontent prevailed?
Here again I have no hesitation in answering the
question, although in doing so I am well aware
that I may incur the charge of commending a
policy for the initiation ancl execution of which
I am myself mainly responsible. The subject,
however, is too important to allow personal con-
siderations of this nature to hinder a free ex-
pression of opinion. The true reason why there
has been no general discontent in Egypt or the
Soudan is, I believe, that State expenditure has
been carefully controlled and has been adapted
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